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The Refiner's Fin. 

"H«itulliKactrefiurr uml purl Itar of Silver," Mil. HI. i. 

He that from droM woutd win the oi« 

Bende o'er the crucible an earnest eye, 
The subtile, searching process to explore, 

Lest the one brilliaut moment should pass luv-^ 
When In the molten, silvery, virgin mass, / 
He meets his pictured face as in a^glass. 

Thus in God's furnace are his people tried ; 

Thrice happy they who to the end endure ; 
But who the Aery trial may abide V 

W!iu from the crucible come forth so pure, 
That tie, whose eyes of llama look through the whole, 
May see his Image perfect in the soul '( 
Nor with an evanescent glimpse alone, 

As in that mirror the refiner s face ; 
But stamped with Heaven's broad signet, there be shown 

Immanuat'a features full of truth and grace ; 
And round that seal of love this motto be, 
"Not for a moment, but— Eternity I" 

— Montyonttry. 


The Sunday School Service, 


A. D. GNAGKY. 


Aug. 3rd, 1884. 
David's Repentance,— Psalm SI : 1—19. 

BOtmm Text : "My sin is ever before me."-pBalm 
SI :3. 

Introduction. 

In this lesson we have a record of David's 
repentance. In the eleventh and twelfth chap 
tern of 2 Samuel we may learn the nature and 
extent of David's sins, and especially interest- 
ing is the method Nathan, the prophet, adopt- 
ed to bring the king to a realization of the 
enormity of his sin. u The thing that David 
had done displeased Jehovah." To reprove 
him and make him feel his sin, the Lord sent 
Nathan to the king, and instead of telling him 
of God's displeasure at what he had done, the 
prophet s-ioke to him the parable of the rich 
man who spared his own flock of sheep and 
cattle and seized the poor man's only lamb 
which was his family's pet, and prepared it 
for his guests. David upon hearing this story 
pronounced the sentence of death upon him 
who "hath done this thing." But how sur- 
prised was David when from the lips of Na- 
than came the words, "Thou art the man." 
Then he realized his guilt and applied the 
parable. How strange that David should not 
have understood the drift, of Nathan's teach- 
ing. But he was a man of like infirmities 
with us, and one great weakness of man is to 
see the sins of others and not his own. How- 
ever David was not too proud to acknowledge 
his guilt whenever he knew that he had sin- 
ned. 

LESSON. 
'^This Psalm illustrates true repentance, in 
^hich are comprised conviction, confession, 
sorrow, prayer for mercy and pur* Rises of 
amendment, and it is accompanied by a lively 
faith." 

Verne 1. Ham mercy. David's plea for 
mercy is an evidence of his confession of guilt. 
He felt that only through God's forbearing 
mercy could he hope to escape. Loving kina 
»«. David knew the dis[>osition of God. 
"The Lord is long suffering and of great mer- 
cy, forgiving iniquity and transgressions." 
Multitude of thy tentler mercies. David remem- 
bers the unnumbered mercies of God toward 
Israel. And though he has sinned he trusts 
in God's mercy. Blot out. He felt that God 
alone can remove the stain left on his charac- 
ter by the sins he committed. The scril>es 
had a method of erasing letters from their tab- 
lets which left them as they were before writ- 
ing, and so David wished his sins erased so 
as to leave him as though he had not sinned. 
This is the true idea of forgiveness. When 
we do an evil deed, that deed can never be un- 
done. No power in heaven and earth can 
make that which is done, not to have been 
done. When a thing is done, it is done and 
nothing can undo it. The next best thing we 
can do is to have amends made for past sins, 
as to cancel it and make it as though it had not 
been. This was David's desire. Perhaps he 
would have given his whole kingdom if his 
deed could have beeu undone. But it was 
useless for him to ask God to do this. So he 
asks God to blot out his sin and make it as 
though it had not been. This is a great priv- 
ilege of all the children of God. Whatever 
our past record has been, we may have, if we 
will, that record made clean in the eyes of 
God, though men may 
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Verse 2. Wash me. 
washing of the heart, 


remember it against 

David refers to the 
The Pharisee* washed 


their hands and faces at certain times, hoping 


thereby to cleanse their souls. But David 
well knew that his sin was too deep seated to 
be reached by any but God's hand. Inanity, 
sin — terms used to express the same general 
idea of evil doing. 

Verse 3. I acknowledge. His acknowledg- 
ment was made before God, not before men. 
He threw away all. self-righteousness and pre- 
sented himself before theLord in all his guilti- 
ness. That is the way we must come to God 
if we would be accepted. Forgiveness of sin 
is conditional. God could forgive our sins 
and fit us for heaven, whether we ask him or 
not, but he will not. We must come in the 
way apjxiinted by him, and that is in humil- 
ity, confessing our sins and ask forgiveness. 
Sin is ever before me. If people could be made 
to see their own sin as did David, there would 
be more going to God to have their hearts 
made right instead of trying to make others' 
hearts right. The spirit of fault-finding is 
the result of a want in seeing ourselves as we 
are. Could people but be made to see that 
their first duty is to set themselves right, then 
assist others, there would certainly be less 
trouble. By the time we get onr own hearts 
right and our souls prepared for heaven we 
have not much left. 

Verse 4. Against thee, thee only. David had 
indeed committed a sin against humanity, but 
as God only can forgive sin, it would be folly 
to go toman to ask forgiveness. Mightest be 
justified. God would have been just i lied in 
punishing David for his transgressions, but 
his disposition is to overlook injuries when 
asked. And be clean. If God had pun- 
ished David, he would have been clear of any 
accusation. He could not have been charged 
with injustice. 

Verse ■>. Shapen in iniquity. David pleads 
for himself on the ground that he was Itorn in 
iniquity. He desires God to recognize the 
fact that sin entered into the world with him, 
that his nature is prone to evil. The object 
that David ho]>es to accomplish by this refer- 
ence to original sin, is that it will lessen to 
some extent the nature and enormity of his 
sin. The argument is this : I was bom in 
sin. I have never been free from it. It is the 
cause of my going astray. That 1 was born 
in sin 1 cannot help, therefore, God bo merci- 
ful to me for in my weakness [ have sinned. 

Verse 6. Thou desired truth. God's desire 
that our lives should be controlled by the 
principles of holiness and truth. Inward 
puds. It is not the outward appearance the 
Lord cares for. It is the inmost feeling of 
the heart. Thus God desired a heart religion 
under the old dispensation as well us under 
the new. 

Verse 7. Hyssop. A branch employed in 
sprinkling the blood of purification. WhiUr 
than snuw — the highest state of purity. 

Verse S. Hear joy and gladness. Joy and 
gladness follow the forgiveness «•' sins. Noth- 
ing can give us more joy than tin- conscious- 
ness that God has forgiven all our sins and 
blotted out our many transgressions. Bones 
which thou hast broken. His sin was as pain- 
ful to his soul as the physical torture would 
be were the bones of his body broken. How 
dreadful is sin. 

Verse U. Hide thy face. Not only does 
David ask God to forgive his sins, but to blot 
them out and remember them against him no 
more. If we are thus anxious to have God 
forget our many sins, should not we too be 
willing to forget the shortcomings of our 
fellow men. 

Verse 10. Create in me. David prayed for 
a heait from sin set free, and realized the fact 
that only by God's help can he beeome pure 
in heart. It seems thai David desired purity 
beyond that to which he had heretofore at- 
tained — purity which amounted to a new 
creation. It is the heart David asked God to 
make clean. It is useless to spend time on 
the outside so long as the inward parts are 
impure. The heart regulates the life, and the 
one important thing to do is to get it right, 
and this we cannot do of ourselves. It re- 
quires a higher power to renovate our hearts 
and make them clean than we possess. Da- 
vid well knew that if he would get his heart 
cleansed, there would be no danger of falling 
into such terrible sin from which he was pray- 
ing the Lord to deliver him. When a man 
makes his heart right, he need not work on 
the outside, for that will make itself. Renew 
a right spirit. A bad spirit bad led him as- 
tray, and a right spirit is necessary for him 
to do right. 


Verse 11. Oast me not atmy. David felt 
that God would be just i lied in withdrawing 
from him as he did from Saul, because of the 
great sin he committed. I Ie relied entirely on 
the mercy of God, and if he should be forgiv- 
en, God shall have the praise. 

Verse 12. Jiestore. He had experienced 
what it is to serve the Lord, and he desired 
that the Lord should restore hi m to hi* for- 
mer position. Sooner or later all will turn to 
the Lord, for they shall by exi>erience learn 
ifce folly of serving Satan. 

Verse 23. Tfien will I teach transgressors. 
He makes promisee to the Lord what he will 
do for him. He wants others to learn by his 
exjierience. Sinners converted. Those who 
have fallen into like sins with David shall 
turn to God. His desire was to do service 
for the Lord as a purl nil compensation for 
God's mercy and goodness. What the Lord 
has done and is doing for us, should actuate 
every one to give his heart to God and en- 
gage in the great work of saving souls. 

Verse 14. Deliver me from bhod guiltiness. 
David, it may be said, murdered Uriah, and 
he feels the weight of his guilt. "The voice 
of thy brother's blood erieth to me from the 
ground." This repeats itself in every case of 
murder. 

Verse 15. Open thou my lips. David stood 
guilty before God and could say nothing in 
his defense. 

Verse JO. Thou desirest not sacrifice. True 
re|>entance is what the Lord wants and not a 
mere outward show of religion. Though sac- 
rifices and burnt offerings were symbols of 
devotion to God, yet he would take im delight 
in them, unless the heart was engaged. 

V<sm 17. The sacrifices of God. The real 
sacrifice is the sacrifice of the heart, the whole 
heart with all its capacities. Upon the altar, 
God demands your heart. Not your hitiin 
your body, your goods, but your heart ; noth- 
ing short of that will satisfy the God who 
looks not on the outward appearance but on 
the heart. 

Verse \S. Do good * * Zion. David 
did not forget his people. He may have fear- 
ed that God would punish all Israel in eonso- 
qttence of his sin, and so turns his prayer to 
the nation at large. He pleads in behalf of 
Zio»,#ty|)C of the christian church, and in 
onr prayers we should never f beget to invoke 
God's blessing on the church of Christ. 

I'erse 19 Then shall thou be pleased. After 
David*! heart is thoroughly cleansed from all 
iniquity, then will God be pleased to accept 
his sacrifices and burnt ottering!*. I low ut- 
terly useless then must it Im- to worship God 
when our heart is far from him. We only in- 
crease our condemnation. Let us be sure 
that if our hands work ;it holy things, our 
hearts are uot with the fool's heart. "A bro- 
ken and contrite heart. O God, ilmu wilt not 
de-spUe." 

The important lessons to be impressed are 
the following : 

1. A realization of our sins and the awful 
eoiiseijiicnces following them, is the Hist step 
toward God. He who does not feel guiltv 
will not cry for mercy. Acknowledgment of 
our sin drives us to God. 

2. Humble acknowledgment and a confes- 
sion of our sins before God with a sincere de- 
sire to be pardoned, are the conditions of for- 
giveness, 

•I. To have our hearts made clean, we must 
go to God. Go to him as we are. This re- 
quires humility and without it God cannot 
accept us. 

4. If God gives us joy and gladness as a 
result of purity of heart then we should make 
every effort to bring our fellowmen under the 
same blessed state. 


BREAD CAHT]"e. 


BT J, O. BPKKHER. H. li. 


One day, some twenty years ago, I started 
on a voyage down the stream of time. But 
little is known of the beginning of this river, 
and no one knows just where it ends, as no 
man has been able to navigate it hem begin- 
ning to end. 

Ships have been sailing upon this stream 
for many years. 

When I began my voyage I took no 
thought with regard to the kind of vessel on 
which 1 should sail ; and alter I had been 
sailing sometime, someone or another vessel 
called to me, saying that there was great dan- 
ger in sailing in that class of vessels, and that 
at the next port I had better take passage on 


one of the steamers of the Innerman Line. I 

had read considerable about this line in shook 
that had been widely circulated, <ind I found, 
by a further careful perusal, that not only was 
there absolutely no danger in those ships, but 
also that a great reward was offered to all 
these who continued in the ship company's 
ruies. 

The rnle which seemed to be the hardest for 
the great majority of the passengers to keep 
was this : "give according as the Lord has 
prospewd you." In this was i winded the 
giving of time, money, food, clothing, conso- 
lation, sympathy, in fact every good thing 
that one possessed. 

The company were continually tending out 
life boats to rescue unfortunate ones from 
sinking vessels. They also sent men all over 
the water to induce the children ol men to 
come and take passage with them. These 
men, who spent all their time in thiB work, 
must needs be supplied with their temporal 
wants, as also their places had to be filled 
with recruits when they gave ont, and no one 
was to murmur if the lot fell upon him. Sop- 
plies of all kinds were needed that those whu 
were unfortunate might betaken care of. And 
when it is taken into consideration that the 
Captain promised, by authority from the gov- 
ernment, to fully repay all for every thing 
they may have given and for every moment 
of time spent, it does not seem at all unreason- 
able. I did think at one time that with a 
government so fully able to supply all needs, 
it was scarcely right to ask anything from 
the passengers, but when I reflected upon 
what the government had done for us, the 
thought came to me that this was the method 
of determining who were worthy of the reward 
to be given at the end of the voyage. 

I noticed that upon one of the' masts floated 
a banner upon which was inscribed these 
words ; Cast thy bread upon the waters, for 
thou shalt find it alter many days. Give a 
portion to seven, also to eight, for* thou know- 
est not what evil shall he upon the earth. In 
many different places I found mottoes posted 
up, the following being some of the principal 
ones: "Whoso hath this world's goods, and 
seeth his brother have nerd, and shulteth up 
his bowels of compassion from him, how 
ciwellith the love of God in him?" "My tittle 
children, let us not love in word or in tongue * 
but in deed and En truth." "Every man, a <v 
cording as he purposcth in his heart, so let 
him give; not grudgingly or of necessity ; tov 
god loveth a cheerful giver." "Even so hath 
the Lord ordained that they who preach the 
gospel should live ot the gospel." "Charge 
them that are rich in this world that they be 
not high minded, nor trust in uncertain riches, 
but in the living God whogiveth us richly all 
things to er-jnv ; that they do good, that they 
be rich in good works, ready to distribute 
willing to communicate." 

Notwithstanding all these mottoes, and all 
the promises of re wan J that had been made, 
very many gave too sparingly. Some who 
had houses and lands and goods iu abundance 
gave less than others who could scarcely, 
afford to give anything. Some gave willingly 
to their poor brethern, but were careful to 
attach a strong cord in the shape of a prom- 
missory note or mortgage to the parcel before 
casting it overboard, so that they could haul 
it back at any time, and some were actually 
drawn from the ship because of t'.ieir clinging 
so hard to the cord. 

That ship is still sailing on, and ie as much 
in need of supplies as ever. Oh, how much 
more good could be done were we to share our 
prosperity with those in need. If those who 
are in charge of the life boats were properly 
cared lor, that they could Bpend their whole 
time at the work, instead of laboring six days 
in a week to provide for their natural wants, 
how many more lives could be saved ! 

Ye rich men, why withhold your handa from 
doing good, for what will it profit if you gain 
the whole world? Young men and young 
women, yonr lime and your talent is demand- 
ed. What will it profit you it you gain much 
worldly honor and have not been the means of 
aaving one soul? Yoa need not necessarily 
be an ordained minister in order to be able to 
work. The time has come that every one has 
a duty to perform. And let us learn to be 
liberal and not let our abundance of riches be 
the cause of our everlasting destruction, for 
in a few short years we will have no use ha* 
it, no matter how much we may have. 
Hudson, low. 


